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|ly thin suture more than the mcro edges of the wound are brought together, 
and bagging of inflammatory material is almost entirely prevented. Dr. Zesaa 

Flo. i. Flo. 2. 



has used this suture in a large series of wounds, and speaks in very high praise 
of it. 

Conounitai, Fracture ano Dislocation of tub Atlas. 

Dr. Wm. Allf.n (Lancet, October 24,1885, p.761) furnishes the most com¬ 
plete account of this somowhat raro condition with which we aro acquainted. 

Tho condition has been described by Gufrin, who considered it to be prob¬ 
ably duo to a sliding of the condyles forward with elongation of tho anterior 
ligaments. In tho infant tho subject of Gudrin’s remarks, thero was such ex¬ 
treme extension of tho head that "the head was exactly applied against tho 
posterior part of tho neck anil upper part of tho back." In two specimens of 
infants examined by Dr. Allen, thero was a similar exaggerated degree of ex¬ 
tension. Dr. Allen discusses in great detail the anatomy and etiology of tho 
deformity, and brings his paper to an end by the following summary: 1. The 
injury may be expected to be present if an exaggerated degree of extension 
of the head is permitted, and moro especially if forcible extension of tho head 
or pressure on it from nbovo induces a species of epileptic fit. 2. Frobably 
the fils aro due to pressuro on tho cord at tho lovcl of tho fracturo of tho head 
and spine. At any rato, examination of dissected specimens shows that when 
the condition of parts permits tho head to bo bent backward on the spine 
more tlinn is usual, tho osseous and ligamentous structures cause a “ dimp¬ 
ling in ” of the meninges behind, sufficient to produce considerable narrowing 
of the canal fit this level. 3. Anatomical defect of tho atlas, or slenderness of 
the posterior arch, predisposes to tho injury. 4. The fracture-dislocation is 
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produced by the posteriorly diverging occipital condyles being driven wedge* 
like between the atlantal lateral masses. This wedge-like action of the com¬ 
bined condyles stretches out the long axU of the oval ring of tho atlas, and 
tends to produce rupture between its lateral halves; but the transverse liga¬ 
ment keeps the strain off the anterior arch, so that only the posterior arch 
gives way (constituting the fracture), and then tho wedge-like action of the 
condyles, continuing, forces the back ends of the lateral masses outward from 
between the occiput and axis. Thus the production of dislocation closely 
follows the fracturing of the arch. 5. At birth the injury is most liable to be 
produced. Uterine contraction acting during parturition on an extended 
head (as in face presentations), presents mechanical arrangements from which 
such a result is highly probable. 

Spontaneous Dislocation of the llii*. 

Prof. Poser {Gcntralblatt jfilr Chirurgie, August 16, 1885) claims to bavo 
demonstrated a new cause for spontaneous luxation at the hip-joint. He has 
observed three cases in which the femur became spontaneously dislocated in 
patients suffering front Pott’s disease. 

It is well known that when the cord becomes affected in this disease, that 
complication may bo attended by tonic and clonic muscular spasms. It is to 
these muscular movements—especially to such as take the form of abiding 
contractions—that tho luxation is considered to bo due. Tho dislocation is 
backward, and is of slow and painless formation. There is no swelling of 
the joint, no signs of hip-disease, and none of the weaiing away of hone that 
is a feature of Charcot’s disease. 

Tracheotomy. 

Dr. BlRNBAUM (Arehiv /Ur Min. Chirurgie, 13d. 31, Jlcft 2) contributes a 
statistical paper upon tho results of this operation. The paper deals with 140 
cases, and covers a period of ten years. As regards the indications given for 
tho operation and the details of tho procedure, there is nothing now. A tube 
Is recommended which is practically identical with ono introduced by 13o.se. 
Steam inhalation forms an important feature in the after-treatment. 

Tables are given to show tho influence of age, sex, and season upon the 
operation, but they do not adduce nny facts of practical interest. Of tho 140 
children, 93 died, a mortality of 60.4 per cent. In only 2 cases was there 
serious bleeding, and in 1 of theso death followed. In 7 patients scarlet fever 
appeared shortly after the operation. 

The Treatment of Purulent Pericarditis nv Incision. 

A ease of pericarditis treated by incision is reported by Dr. Miciiailoff 
(Afcdixhukoje Obotsrenjc, 1885, No. 6). It unfortunately ended fatally. Tho 
instances in which this treatment has been adopted are still few, ami as the 
operation is entirely upon the lines of the most recent advances in surgery, 
and as it has been most successful in some cases, tho present report is worthy 
of notico. Tho patient was a female, aged thirty-five. In addition to tho 
pericarditis she was suffering from enlarged liver, anasarca, and albuminuria, 



